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The STORY, &e. 





joseph discovers himself to bis brethren. 


When Jofeph had made this propofal 
{ keeping Benjamin as his flave or fer- 
ait, and of fending the other fons of 
acob home in: peace to their. father, 
udah came forward and related all that 
ad paffed in the old man’s houfe when 
ey were. bringing Benjamin away. 
My father faid to us,’ obferved Judah, 
behold I have had two fons and the 
he went from me,’ meaning Jofeph, 
ho is torn in pieces, and if ye take 
lis alfo away, and mifchief befal him, 
efhall bring down my grey hairs with - 
trow to the grave. Now therefore,” 
ys Judah, “ let me abide inftead of the 
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lad as a bondman to my lord, and ie 
the lad go up with his Brethren, Fy 
how fhail I go up to my feeing that higfloul 
life is bound up in the lad’s life ; and jqpoth 
fhali come to pafs when he feeth thygfe 0 
the lad is not with us that he wilgpoal 
die. roin 
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_ © ‘Then Jofeph could-not  refrai 
himfelf before all them that ftood by 
him, and he bid every ftranger to g 
out. Then Jofeph made himfelf knowgpr ‘ 
to his Brethren: and Jofeph wept alougrv« 
fo that the Egyptians in the houfe ovemou 1 
heard him, And Jofeph faid unto hi reel 
Brethren, Iam Jofeph. Doth my f 0 fo 
ther yet live? And his Brethren coulgfe n 
not anfwer him for they were trouble@ford 
at his prefence. hey 
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No wonder that Jofeph’s Brethre 
were troubled at this fpeech. O ho 
bitter a thingis fin, It caufes troub 
at thofe moments which ought to 0 
given up to joy. It fpreads a gloo 
over our happieft hours, and whi 
thofe who are not loaded with the fam 
guilt are giving way ta the moft deligh 
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id leMful feelings, it miakes the man who is 


Fogpurthened in his: confcience to feel a 
at hiqglouble pang, to feel a pang, I mean, 
and oth on account of the fin itfelf, and al- 
1 thygo on account of his regret at being 
» wilgpoable to join in the general joy that is 

voing forward. 


reframe Jofeph neverthelefs comforts his Bre- 
od bapiren. ‘ Now therefore,’”’ fays he, “ be 
to pot grieved or angry with yourfelves, 
knowm™ser God did fend me before you to pre- 
alougmetve all our lives, fo now it was not 
> ovempou that fent me hither but God.’’ How 
nto higreely does Joleph appear by this {peech, 
my fag forgive his Brethren! here is no mal- 
: coul@e no hatred, no fpirit of revenge, no 
oublegord even of reproof for all the evil 
hey had endeavoured to do him; but 
he injured perfon is himfelf the com- 
‘ethregprter of thofe who had tried to injure 
O hog'm. Here perhaps fome one may be 
troublmeady to fay: “true, Jofeph did right 
- to Wp forgive his Brethren, for we are all 
gloompound to forgive them that treflpafs 
-whiffgeinft us ; methinks however, he might 
re fammp Well have faid fomething to them 
Jelighf¥ their fin for the fake of their own 
Bb 3 
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good.” I anfwer there is atime for aij 10 
things, and that this was not the time & 
for Jofeph to adminilter reproof. Hig te 
Brethren were likely juft now to be caiff {0 
down through over-much forrow, and hi 
the thing they needed at this moment: be 
was therefore comfort rather than re th 
proof. Your people who take all occagl 
fions to reprove without regard to time al 
or place, or circumftances, though they ju 
may fay they mean only to do good by V1 
it, are apt to be harfh people. they arq@ pe 
only indulging their own fpirit, angj gr 
though they may perfuade themfelveq be 
that they are of a forgiving temper ag th 
bottom, in faét are not fo much fo a@ tic 
they think, re 
th 

But I would obferve further, that thigj do 
extreme kindnefs of Jofeph would, ig !o1 
my opinion, tend to affeé& the hearts oj ve 
his Brethren more than the feverett req fh 
proof. “ What (they would now fay @ all 
themfelves) have we fold for a flave@ yo 
‘Brother fo kind, fo venerous, fo excel le! 
lent as this! How little did we knowg th 
of him when we took upon us to f 
e 


him! how rafhly did we judge concet 
ing his true character, and concef 
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ing his intention in thofe words which 
gave us fo much offence! He was:a bet- 
ter man than we, though we all talked 
fo much againft him, and even thought 
him. hardly fit to live.’? I would here 
beg all my readers to take care how 
they {peak evil of perfons without due 
knowledge of their character. Efpeci- 
ally I would advife you to beware of 
judging any one, on sheaiiine of his ha- 
ving faid or done fomething which hap- 
pens to wound your own pride, or to 
give pain merely to yourfelf. He may 
be a good man on the whole, even 
though he fhould have erred in this par+ 
ticular, and you may err more by the 
revenge you take for what he ‘Vid faid 
that is offenfive to you, than he has 
done by faying it. Take heed then left 
fome day or other fhould come when the 
very perfon whom you are fet againit, 
fhall have his character cleared before 
all the’ world in fpite of every thing 
you have faid againit him. ‘Take heed 
left you fhould be proved to have been 
the greater finner of the two on that 


day when you fhall each of. you appear. ‘ 


ehepe God and all his holy eels, OQ 
Bb 4 





2) 
that we could.all learn fomething of this 
kind, and affectionate, forbearing tem. 
per of Jofeph. He was as remarkable 
for it as he was for conquering thofe fe. 


cret temptations which I before fpoke 
‘of. : 


Jofeph having difcovered himfelf to 
his Brethren, is mow impatient that 
they fhould go to his father, ** Hafte ye,” 
fays he, “ and go up to my father, and 
fay unto him, Thus faith thy fon Jo- | 
feph, God hath made me Lord of. all | 
Egypt.—Come down, tarry not, and 


thou fhalt dwell in the land of Gofhen, 
and thou fhalt be near unto me, thou 
and thy children, and thy children’s 
children, and thy flocks and thy herds, 
and all that thou haft, and there will I 
nourifh thee, for there are yet five years 
of famine to come.” ‘ And _ Jofeph 
fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and 
wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck.” 
* Moreover he kifled all his Brethren, 
and wept upon them, and after that his 
Brethren talked with him.’ ‘* And the 
fame hereof was heard in Pharaoh’s 
houfe, and it, pleafed Pharaoh and his 
fervants. And Pharaoh faid, Bring 
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_your father and your houfehold:: 
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take 
waggons out of the land of Egypt for 
your little ones, and for your wives, § 
and bring your father and come. And | 
they did fo. And Jofeph gave to each 
of them. changes. of raiment, 
fent to his father ten affes laden with 
the good things of. Egypt, and ten more 
affes laden with corn and bread and 
meat for his father by the way. 


Accordingly Jacob having been invi- 
ted by his fons, and. having alfo been 
invited by his fons, and having alfo 
been encouraged by God in ‘a dream, 
arrived in Egypt; and-all the forls that 
went with him, befides his fons wives, 
were fixty and fix. 


“ And Jofeph made ready his chariot 
and went to. meet his father and fell on. 
his neck and wept a tong time. And 
Jacob faid, Now let me die fince I lave 
feen thy face, that thou art yet alive. 
And Jofeph. brought j in Jacob his father 
And Pha- 
Jacob, “ How old art 
And Jacob faid unto Pharaoh 
Bb 5 
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and fet him before Pharaoh. 
raoh faid unto 
thou?” 







and he # 
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“ The days of the years of my» pil. 
grimage are an hundred and_ thirty 
years: few and evil have the days of 
the years of my life been.’”’ And Jacob 
bleffed Pharoah. And Jacob lived in 
the land of Egypt feventeen years, and 
he died.” 








‘© Now when Jofeph’s Brethren faw 
that their father was dead, they faid, Jo- 
feph will peradventure hate us, and will 
requite us for all the evil that we did un: 
to him. And they fent a meflage to 
Jofeph, faying that their father before 
he died commanded them to requeft of 
Jofeph, that he would forzive their tref- 
pafs agaiuft him. And Jofeph wept to 
think that they fhould fpeak thus unto 
him. And Jofeph faid, ‘ Fear not. As 
for you, indeed, ye thought evil againtt 
me: but God meant it for good. Now 
therefore I will nourifh you and your 
little ones.” And he comforted them 
and fpake kindly unto them. And Jo- 
feph lived an hundred and ten years. 
And he faid to his Brethren, God will 
farely vifit you, and bring you out ol 
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al, this land into the land which he promi 





























rty fed to Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob.@ 
of And Jofeph died,” Oe 
0b 
7" Thus ends the hiftory of Jofeph. I 
nd have already obferved that one of they 
chief things to be. learned. from it is 
the doctrine of a particular Providence 
faw “ It was not you’’ (as Jofeph faid ver 
Jo- juftly to his Brethren) that fent, me in- 
vill to Egypt; butit was God, that is, it] 
un: was not youonly. Men indeed were 
> to the inftruments, and men are account- 
Fore able to God for every part of their own) 
t of conduét juftas much asif there was no} 
ref. Providence in the cafe. Still, however, | 
t to though man may act as he pleafes, yet 
into God over-rules all things fo as to bring 
As about his own purpofes. God in this | 
inf infiance had a plan in view. He had 
Now made a promife to Abraham, the grand. } 
your father of Jacob, who was the father of } 
hem Ifaac, that from him the Savior fhould 
| Jo- come, for that “in his feed all the fa- ! 
Sars. milies of the earth fhould be blefled.’? @ 
will In fulfilment of this promife, Ifaac and} 
it of Jacob were born. I fhould here remark | 


by the way, that to Jacob the. name of Him 
Bb 6 
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iifrael was giyen, fo that when the 
Mcriptures fpeak of the Ifraelites, it is 
the fame thing, as ifithey faid the chil- 
idren!.of.Jacob. Qf :thefe there were 
ntwelve tribes, every-one of the fons of 
Ma lirael becoming a father to a whole tribe. . 
® Thefe., Hraelites: after a time were 
| Rireiss ‘ht out fromoEgypt, having been 
Pvery “a treated there: by King Pharaoh, 
fiand they -becamea great and fainous 
1 people ; ;- for God wrought many mariclés 
§ inthe midf of them, and gavethemthelaw 
© of the TenCommandments, andfet up his 
© worihip among them, and feparted them 
# from'the reft of the world, which con- 
H tinued in ignorance of God and of the 
Scriptures. It was from thefe Ifraelites 
for Jews, as they were afterwards call- 
Fed),,that the promifed Savior came. 
» And blefled be God, this Savior is not 
m) the: Savier ofthe Jews only, but He is 
§ now, preached to. us). upon whom the 
ends of the world ‘are-come.” How 
© important then isthe ftory of Jofleph in 
@this view. It was aneceflary link in 
the great chain of Providence, and this 
chain reaches from.the beginning of the 
world even to the end of it. Nor is.it 
with the life of Jofeph only, that the 
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Providence of God concerns itfelf. 
Your life and mine, and all the various - 
events of it, great and {mall, from our 
birth unto our dying hour, are equally 
under the: divine direétion’ The fame 
divine direction. The fame God who 
fent the Iihmaelites to the pit’s mouth, 
when fofeph was fo near being left to 
periih there, the fame God who gave Jo: 
feph favor-in the fight of Potiphar his 
malter, and who ‘afterwards delivered 
him out of prifon and made him ruler 
over all Egypt, appoints alfo to us the 
bounds of our habitation, and orders 
our whole lot in life: If ther, like Jo- 
leph, we are ferving God, let us not 
fear to truit him; and ‘though we fhould 
fall otcafionally into ftraits as Jofeph 
did, yet let us hope -when:the end of our 
days fhall.come, and when the whole 
of our ftory fhall be»told that we fhall 
be able to trace the Lord’s goodnefs and . 
mercy even in the moft aflliGiive circum- 


Bitances of our lives, as we have now 


been doing in the cafe of Jofeph. 

Nor let us.wonder at the vaft confufi- 
on and diferder’which we fometimes fee > 
in the world in general. Let not ovr 
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( 14 } 
faith fail us if now and then the wicked 
fhould feem every where to profper, 
and the whole company of the righteous 
Thould come under adverfity. The hif. 


tory of Jofeph fhews that it isthe plan 
of Providence fometimes to withdraw in 


} , appearance, his ‘protection and favor J 


from his own fervants, and to put off 
to a future feafon the evil day. which is 
coming upor finners.: Soon -however 
the time will come,:when all, that has 
~ been crooked fhall be made ftraight, and 
all that has been dark in Providence 
thall be cleared up. 

The ftory of Jofeph, as we alfo obfer- 


ved, is but a {mall _part of Scripture; it | 


fills but afew pages of that large and 
comprehenfive volume, being connected 
however with events@which go before 
and with thoie which follow after, Jui 
fo methinks the hiftory of this whole 
globe of ours is but like a fingle leaf in 
a great volume, and it cannot be fully 
underftood until the dealings of God 
with all his various creatures fhall be 


made known, until the whole book of | 


his Providence fhall be opened, and un- 
til all thofe events, both paft and future, 
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with which God’s government of this 
world may be connected, thall be fully 
revealed. Let us wait therefore, in. the 
exercife of faith and:hope,. remember- 
ing, as the Apoftle.fays, that. while, we 
are here below, *;;We know but,in 
part; but when thatorhich is perfe&iis 
come, then that whieh is in part fhall be 
done away.—For now:we fee througha 
glafs darkbis but then: face, to. face. 


Now we know in. part; but: then’ hall 
we know, even as allo we. are known,’’ 
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LON'T be: oa ichtened,, Reader! Al. 
though I fet out with.a text, I. am 
not:going to preach.a fermon, but to tel! 
a..ftory. On ;the, right fide ‘of, Marth- 
moor common, and not, more than. five 
hundred’ yards out of the turnpike esx 
ftood a lone cottage, inhabited by 
Richard . Rogers, a day- Seduce: com- 
monly called Diticent Diex. Though 
poor, he was as much noted for his ho- 
nefty as for the care and induftry: with 


which, he had brought up a large family 
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in dvery decent manner. About fifteen 
years ago,, in the month of January, 
there fuddenly fell a deep fnow, attend: 
ed by fuch a high wind, that many tra- 
vellers loft their lives in it. When 
all ona fudden, as Rogers and his fami- 
ly were crouding round a handful of 
fire, to catch a laft heat before they 
went to-bed, they heard a doleful cry of 
‘ Help! help! for God’s fake help!’ 
— Up itarted Rogers in an inftant, when 
clapping the end.of.afarthing candle in- 
to a broken horn lanthorn, and catching 
up his ftaff, out he fallied, directing his 
{fteps towards the fpot froni whence the 
criescame. In one of the fand-pits he 
found a gentleman who had fallen from | 
his horfe, and was nearly buried in the. | 
{fnow. Rogers, though with much diffi- 
culty, at leggth dragged him out; and 
after fecuring the horfe, conveyed them 
both home. pe, 


The gentleman appeared elderly, and | 
feemed almoft perifhed with cold; for © 
a long time he was quite fpeechlefs, 
his jaws appeared locked, and it was 
only by. inward groans they could per- 













( 8) 
ceive he had any remains of life in him, 
fo benumbed and itifened was he with 
cold. After they had rubbed his limbs 
for fome time before the fire; the. gén 

tleman by degrees recovered himfelf, 
and began tothank Rogers and his wife, 
whom he faw bufied about him, as well 
as his children.  ‘ Sir, faid Betty Ro. 
gers, ‘ although we:be ‘poor in packet, 
we may neverthelefs, be kind in-heart.’ 
Here the ftranger after fetching.a deep. 
figh, faid, ‘ If his lifewere granted him, :he 
hoped it would-be in his.poewer to réward 
them for their kindneis,’ Rogers replidd, 

‘that -what he had. done; for himp-he 


























would have done‘for his work enemiy? § ke 
Here thé gentleman-groaned -heawily, §j he 
faying he had been long.fickbimdfelf; fj ri 
and’ that. he- could not; eneugh admire W 
the healthy looks of Rogers’ S ebilinen. bi 

tX 

‘ Bleffed he God, fir, faid Siciee tl 
‘although my family, ‘is;numerous,< 1 fi 

~ never, paid a fhilling for.docter’s fuit in t 
m my life, nor do I even, know the price ¢ 
of a coffin; af my -wealth is.fmall;. my | 


| wants are few, and though: 1 knew I 
® am a finner, and need daily repentance, 
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lim, § yet my confcience “is quiet, for Ihave 

vith | knowingly done wrong to no man, nor 

mbs § would I forfeit “my peace of mind, fir, 

‘en- § to become the richéht man in Old’ En- 

felf, gland, ‘1’ ati ‘not covetous of wealth, 

‘ife, ir, fince I-have feen’ How little comfort 

vell B they often’ enjoy who’ poffefs it; the 

Ro. § honeftemah,: fir, fleéps foundly | on the 

Ket, @ hardeft; bed; whilt he’ ‘who Was ~* made 

rt’ ff tod tsmich | hatte to be ‘rich,”’ may lig, 

eep § doww onthe [éfteft béd' ‘with an aching 

she §f heart; but fhalloe Be ‘able to find’ ‘reft. 7 

ard § Aillithis white’ Betty Rogers’ fat puffing 
idd, § arid blowmg*the fire with’a' pair of bro-- 
che If ken-nofed bellows “in ‘order to boil” her 
iy? § ketthep'to make the gentleman a ith’ of, 
ily, J her coarfe boliéa' tea,” as the had no fpi-. 
elf; Jf ritsoom liquor of any kind except {pring 
ite water, to offer’ him: fhe ‘alfo toafted a. 
mn. bit of bread, though ‘fhe‘had no hep 
i to rub over it; this fhe hoped. the 


ers, tleman would excufe, fince matty | Oo the 
col farmerso were {6 extortionate in’ their 
in price’ of butter ‘and ‘¢Heéfe, that fome 
ice of their ‘labourers live, for the greater, 4 


my part of their: time; “on bread only, or a 
rl few potatoes. 


ae 
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Here the gentleman attempted to par. 
take of Getty’s tea and toaft, when all 
at once he began to tremble all over fo 
exceedingly, that he begged fhe would 
fet it down for the prefent, for if he 
was to attempt to {wallow it, he was cer. 
tain it would choke him. ‘ It is but 
cold comfort to be fure, fir,’ faid Rogers, 
‘ we have to offer you; but neverthelefs 
we muit hope you will take the will for 
the deed. I fuppofe you are very rich 
and yet you now fee, that all the wealth 
in the world cannot help a man in cer. 
tain fituations. I had a pretty educati- 
on, fir, and I remember when I was a 
boy at {chool to have read the hiftory of 
a great king, who, when harrafled by 
the enemy, and being overcome with 
thirft, was thankful to a poor foldier 
who brought him a draught of cold wa- 
ter in his helmet which he drank off 
greedily, faying, that amidft all his 
pomp he had never tafted fuch luxury 
as that cup of water yielded him. 50 
you fee, fir, what ftrange ups-and 
downs there are in life: therefore peo- 
ple of all degrees fhould be careful to 
keep pride out of their hearts, finee the 
moft profperous man to-day, may be 









» par. 
n all 
rer fo 
rould 
if he 


} Cer: 
s but 
gers, 
elefs 
1 for 
‘rich 
ealth 
cer. 
Cati- 
‘as 4 
ry of 
| by 
with 
dier 
Wa- 
: off 
his 
cury 
So 
and 
peo- 
11 to 
the 
- be 





{22:4 


thankful for the poor man’s afliftance to- 


morrow.’ ‘* And after all,’ cried Bet- 
ty Rogers, ‘high and low, rich and 
poor, fhould pray daily for God’s grace, 
fince that alone can give peace to their 
poor fouls when the heur of affliction 
cometh. But, blefs me, cried fhe, 
clafping her hands, ‘ what fhall we do, 
our laft inch of candle is burnt out.’ 
‘Then,’ faid Rogers, we mufl content 
ourfelves, my betty; with -pafling the 
reft of. the night in the dark,’ The gen- 
tleman faid he muft be content to do 
as they -dids.. ‘ Many. is the dark night, 
fir” -faid Riehard, ‘have I fat by my 
dame’s}bed-fide when fhe has been fick 
or lying-in, endeavouring to make up 
to her..in kindnefs what_I could not~* 
provide for, her.in comforts, when f 
have not had the leaft glimmering of 
light, but what came from the twink- 
ling ftars through our tattered cafe- 
ment, 


‘ Amidft all our poverty, fir, we have 
ever been the happieft pair in each 
other. It is a brave thing, fir, to be 
able, by the grace of God, to drive 






































( 
pride out of the cottage when poverty 


enters in; for fin is the father of fhame, 
Aman, fir, amidft the extremeft pover. 


a 


ty, yes may ftand high in the favour of ff fev’ 
God, by patience, prayer, and a hearty § and 
faith in his Redeemer. ipe 

Here the ftranger appeared under ve. § tho 
ry great diftrefs both of body and mind; § dré 
he fhivered all over as if he had an ague™ go 
fit upon him, and by a little blaft, which wi 
was jult then lighted up, they perceived 04 
he looked as pale as death; they begged i” 
him to. lay down on their bed, faying,@ th 


‘ it was very clean, ‘though it was ill 
provided with ‘Sheets and_ blankets.’ 
‘O my good péople,’’ cried the gentle. 
man, ‘ your goodnefs will be the death of 
me; the kindnefs of your hearts proves 
to me the unkindnefs of my own: No, | 
go you to béd;dndlet me fit here till 
morning, ‘'“ That,?':Rogers faid, ‘ they 
could not do." Thegentleman then re- J 
plied, he fhould ‘be glad if Rogers would 
give him alittle hiftoryof himfelf and 
family to beguilé the time. 

¢ That I will do moft' readily, fir,’ faid 
he, , if so be it wild oblige you in the 
leaft.—My name is Rogers, although J 
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my neighbours are pleafed to call me 
DiricENT Dick. 
feven children; 

and lie down with the lamb. 
{pend an idle penny, or an idle moment; 
though my family is numerous, my chil- 
dren were never a burden to me. 


I have a wife and 
I rife with the lark, 
I never 


That 
good woman there, fit,’ pointing to his 


wife, * puts her hand to the labouring 


oar: fhe brings up our children at home 
in fuch a fober ‘induftrious manner, 
that our neighbours, as foon as they are 
capable of earning a penny, are glad to 
take them offour hands. I am proud to 
fay, fir, they have no little pilfering 
tricks, as many childrenhave. ‘“ Train 
up a child in the way he fhould go,” is 
our way, fir, and | am certain both my 
wife and I have felt the benefit of the 
text, for our children are kind and affec- 
tionate towards each other, dutiful to us 
their parents, and obliging and civil to 
their employers. Ah, fir, the richeft 
man in England is not happier than I 
am, when I return home of an evening, 
wearied by the heSt and labour ef the - 
day, to be received with looks of kind- 4 
nefs by my wife, as fhe ts preparing our 
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frugal fupper, whilft two or three of my 
little babies climb my knees to fondle 
me round the neck.’ Again the travel. 
ler groaned ‘piteoufly ; but Rogers went 
on. ‘ I was born toa pretty fortune, fir, 
but by the villainy.of my father’s bro. 
ther I loft my inheritance. My ancle, 
Charles Rogers, through the indulgence 
of his mother, proved to be a very mali- 
cious child, and as he grew up to man’s 
eftate, the faults of the child became 
hardened vices in the man, infomuch 
that his wicked behaviour broke his mo- 
ther’s heart, My own dear mother, fir, 
like the parents of Samuel, taught me 
betimes to:fear the Lord; yet my grand- 
father was fo much offended at my fa- 
ther’s marrying her, that he made his 
will, and cut him off with a fhilling. 
He and my poor mother died within a 
twelvemonth of each other, and left me 
pennylefs by the time all their debts 
were paid. I was then about twelve 
years of age, and my Betty’s father 
kindly took me.to live with him. He 
foon after received a meflage from my 
| grandfather, with a prefent of twenty 
m guineas to pay for my board, faying, 
- y 
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of myf was very ill, and that he woyld fend 
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might never be troubled with me again. 





me when he was better. ‘The next 

ws Lheard of him was that he was 

ad; ang though hehad promifed to 

ike a will in my favour, yet none was 

be found, although one of his old fer- 

nits declared he had figned a great 
eet of parchment, which a lawyer had 
een writing by my grandfather’s bed- 
de. Every body now judged my un- 
le Charles very hardly, as having made 
way with this laft will, . becaufe he 
rought forward the old one, wherein 
ny grandfather had left his whole pro- 
erty to him. Some kind friends of my 
ather wifhing to fee juftice done by me, 
ommenced an aétion againft both him 
nd the lawyer, who was known to be a 
ogue, and ready-to do .any dirty work 
or money. : 

‘The trial was-brought on at the next 
afizes, when my- uncle employed fuch 
arts in fecuring the-w itnefles; that a ver- 
di& was given againftme. After fome 
months, however, my uncle fent me 
twenty guineas, that I might be put ap- 
prentice toa carpenter ; but defired he 
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Accordingly I was bound out; but dnd I 
mafer proved one of thofe negligglos hi: 
tradefmen who loved his eafe better thi, det 
his work: by neglecting his bufindigr, t 
his bufinefs began to neglect him. Midefp: 
broke at length for a confiderable fum@pain 
money, and was thrown into prifm ‘| 
where he died foon after of the jail dm: yo 
temper; fo that at the end of the thi fure 
year of my apprenticefhip, I was on@l ft.’ 
more left to feek for bread. I returned sav 
again tomy Betty’s father, who got mM jen 
employment under his mafter. I wi cau 
about one and twenty when I marrief ed 
and then Land my wife followed mg fil 
mafter’s fon into this country, who hagf the 
an eftate left him, and with him I hav@ af 
worked ever fince, and with truth I caf go 
fay, Ihave never received an unking ha 
word from him, for he never faw m@ T 
drunk, not even at fheep-fheering or aj fh 
harveft-home. My Betty’s pious meek tc 
nefs, fir, has fweetened all my toil™ R 
whilft the dutiful behaviour of my chil-§ w 
dren has fulfilled every wifh of myg C 
heart. Whether my cruel uncle be deadfJ c 
or living Lknow not; but be it as it may 
I do not envy him his ill- gotten wealth, ; 
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but hnd I can only pray that he may repent 
‘egligdl.f his fins, before ficknefs brings him to 
Cer thi, death-bed; for it is a horrible thing, 
bufingtt r, to have the confcience racked with 
M. iidefpair, when the body is affli&ted-with 
> fum@ pain. | 
Pril@l * Look, Richard,’ cried Betty Rogers, 
jail dm you are talking on, and en, whilft I am 
€ thi@fure the poor gentleman is going into’a 
‘S ong fit The gentleman at that inftant 
‘turn cave a deep groan, and would have fal- 
§0C mien from his chair if Rogers had not 
Wa caught him.in his arms; his wife {natch- 
2rric@l ed up the little mug of tea, which fhe 
cd mi fill kept warm in the afhes, fhe put it to 
10 ha@f the ftranger’s lips, begging him to take 
havg a fip, as fhe was fure it would do him 
Ica good; whilft her hufband, on the other 
nking’ hand, begged him'to eat a bit of the toatt. 
w 0G The gentleman could but juft make 
Or a fhift to fayg ‘ my good people you are 
neek too kind to me.’ ‘ Not at all, fir, faid 
toil Rogers, ‘ we do no more for you than 
chil we would for our worft enemy. ‘O 
MYM God, cried the traveller, ‘ what will be- 
dead come of me? my fight fails me, my fleth 
may@ trembles, and my joints ache ; I freeze 
alth, and burn at the fame moment.’ 
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‘Poor dear gentleman!’ faid Betyll ef 
Rogers, wiping her eyes, * lam afraggo ¥* 
heis going lightheaded; do pray, fap! ¢ 
-drink-a drop more of the tea,’ ‘and eqp! 4 
a bit of the toaft alfo, anfwered tty pitte 
ard. ‘I dare not tafte it, my goof - I 
friends,” replied the gentleman, ‘for I fed deli 
as if if it would choke me were I to atgee™! 
tempt it; but tell me, I pray, is ther he 
not fomewhere a text of Scripture whicge™*" 
fays, * If thine enemy hunger, feed him; lect 
if he thirft, give him drink; for, in f fath 
‘doing, thou fhalt heap coals of fire ong fe 
his head ?”=—O. Rogers, Rogers, thou ‘PY 
wilt fay indeed thou art heaping coals of he 
fireon my head, when thou art told I§W° 
am thy wicked uncle Charles!’ he 

Here Rogers and his wife had nearlyg ™ 
fwooned away with aftonifhment. * Then of 
Fam heartily glad to fee you, uncle,§ “ 
eried Rogers, * and if .you have seally 
‘done me wrong I forgive you with all 
my foul, as I hope to be forgiven my- 
felf Here Mr. Rogérs’ grief appeared 
fo great, he feemed almoft befide him- 
felf. ‘* But do not be furprifed,’ cried 
he, as- foon as he could fpeak, ‘ to fee 
me here; it is not by accident; this is 
















Ka of 


tsa eet 









Co 7 


d Benne fecond attempt I have made, Rogers, 
1 afragmo vifit thy humble dwelling ; -but more 
ay, fpf that hereafter. In about a quarter 







and epi anchour, Mr. Rogers, after fhedding 
1 Richgpitter tears, {poke as follows : 

r* S004 ‘My neighbours, Richard, has long 
r [femclieved me to. be a very happy man, 






Becing that 1 poffefled an abundance of 
@he good things of this world, but what 
an ever yet was happy, who carried 
@ecret guilt in his boiom? Thy grand- 
father, on his death-bed, became duly 
fenfible of his unforgiving {pirit towards 
thou thy poor father, for no other crime had 
als off he committed than having married a 
told ][/woman who brought him no money ; 
he therefore refolved, that the laft bufi- 

early nels of his life fhould be doing an act 
Then of juftice towards thee his only fon; ac- 
ncle# cordingly he fent for his attorney, made 
eally§ 4 new will, bequeathing thee that pro- 
th all perty which he would have given thy 
-my-f§ lather had he been living! he alfo defi. 
‘ared # Ted much to fee ghee, which I took ef- 
him-§ pecial care to prevent, fearing thy 
‘ried § youth and innocente would win upon 


his love. After his deceafe, by the ad- 
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vice, and with the afliftance of th; 
rogue of an attorney, we burnt my fa 
thers laft will, and produced that whic 
he had made many years before, where. 
-in he had cut thy father off with , 
fhilling. The deed was no fooner done, 
than'I felt, as it were, all the torment; 
of hell raging in my foul, it was done at 
the very moment his people were lay. 
ing my aged father’s body in the cofhin,’ 
Here Mr. Rogers grew fo faint he could 
not go on. 

* Merciful Heaven,” cried Richard, 
with hands and eyes uplifted, * How 
eovetoufnefs hardens the heart of: man! 
what a fafe-guard has my poverty been 
to me! riches might have enfnared my 
foul too.’ As foon as Mr. Rogers could 
Ipeak he went on. ‘* Thou haft jut 


mentioned, Richard, the trial. that was- 


brought forward after my father’s ‘de- 
ceafe, refpeéting his wilf, when the at- 
torney to whom I was to pay five hun- 
dred pounds forthe @illainous part he 
had acted, fwore he never had made a fe- 
cond will for my father, and I fwore to 
the-fame effe&t; ves, Richard, -I fwore 


upon the Holy Bible—that Bible which 
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fwears falfly ; yea, I called on that eter- 
nal God to witnefs a lie, before whom 
I mutt fhortly be judged for it, and now_ 
my grey hairs are brought to the brink 
of the grave, I begin to feel, that the 
fing of death is fin; -very miferable 
has been my life, and very terrible no 
doubt will be my death. Being now iu 
poffeffion of a clear 4ool. a year, I be- 
gan to fancy all things would go profpe- 
roufly and fwimmingly on; I bought, 
and I fold, and no manstrafiic feemed 
to turn to. better account; but no fuc- 
cefs in life, Richard, could blunt the 
fing of guilt within me; when If laid 
me down to reft at night, [I feared to 
truft myfelf to fleep, left I fhould betray § 
my fecret; and my very dreams became,, 
fo difturbed, that the fervants would a 
often hear my fcreams at the other end 
of.the houfe. One night I dreamt I j 
was going to be executed for deftroy- 
inga will; and the next I fancied I 
was going to be tranfported for perjury. | 

All my neighbours believed me to | 
be a happy man, only becaufe they | 
faw me a profperous one. My cove-*j 
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h tous defires were never fatisfied, and 
whilft 1 went on heaping up guinea up- 
; on guinea, my mind was hourly afflict. 
| ed with thedread of poverty. My wife @ red 
all of a fuden grew melancholy, and: by CO 
an accident fhe fell into the pond and let 





i «was drowned; when my fon came of my 
> age I fettled him on the eftate which pe 
® my father in his will had left tothee; § m: 
| he was a diflolute young man, and com... § - hc 
| ing home.one night very much intoxi- pl 


m cated with liquor, he fell acrofs the bed ti 
m with a lighted candle in his hand, which F. 

| inftantly fet fire to the curtains, and he B 
perifhed in the flames; one of my O 
© daughters turned out very vicious, and t] 
wa-~the other died of a broken heart from C 
the cruel ufage of her hufband. Befides f 
all thefe trials, I had another very fe- ( 
‘vere one from the attorney, who was t 
always racking me for money, and tel- : 
ling me he would turn King’s evidence, 
and impeach me, if ever I refufed him. . 
At length, without a moment given 
him for repentance, he was fuddenly 
® carried off by a paralytic ftroke. My 
© fpirits began to revive after his death, 
mas my crime now was known only to 








‘holy name of God in vain, I had pro- 
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myfelf; but peace can never dweli in 
the guilty bofom. I left off going to 
church, for there my condemnation fta- | 
red me full in the face. The Ten | 
commandments were written in golden- 
letters on each fide of the Altar; then 
my own wicked confcience would whil- 
per me, how many of thole facred com- 
mands I had broken, I had taken the 











phaned the Sabbath, I had been undu- 
tiful to my parents, I HAD BORNE 
FALSE WITNESS AGAINST MY NEIGH- 
Bourn.’ At length, however,:fo griev- | 
obfly burdened was my confcience, | 
that I refolved oceafionally to tend | 
church, hoping it would be a kind of @ 
fponge to rub out fome of my fins. } 
One Sunday I remember our parfon 
told us in his fermon there can be no 
real repentance for fin, without forfa- 
king it; adding moreover, that if any 
of his congregation had defrauded his. | 
neighbour of aught, he entreated them, | 
if ever they hoped their fouls would | 
find mercy in the day of grace, that they } 
fhould make reftitution, before death 7 
fhould cut them off from the‘land of the j 
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living, fince there was no repentance 
in the grave. 

Thefe words fo. worked upon my 
mind, that 1 fell fick, and during my 
illuefs, I called on Heaven to witnels, 
that if life were granted me, I would 
reitore to thee what I had fo unjuftly 
kept from. thee; but as my health re. 
turned, fo did my good refolutions va- 
nifh away again; I cheated myfelf with 
the thought that I might yet enjoy lite 
many years; thus. I went on till the 
reftlefs working of my confctience  al- 
moft overpowered me, and having en- 
quired out the place of thy abode, 
mounted my horfe and fet out with 


the refolution to difcover the whole hif.- : 


m® tory of my villainy to thee ; but when 
' Icame within fight of thy cottage, I 
| found my principles were not ftrong 
/ enough to bring me to confefs myfelf 
| a rogue before thee; I turned my horfe 


a bas, and went home again. I next 


| took to hard drinking to: ftifle refleéti- 

} on, but all would not do, for ftill the 
» gnawings of a guilty confcience devour- 
| ed me; as my health declined, the ftron- 
| ger the fear-of death came upon me, 
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gain I refolved once more to go in 
earch of thee, and earneitly did I pray. 
o God to affift my endeavours, and the 
earer | approached to thy little dwel- 
ing, the more was my courage ftrength- 
ned to proceed. “The fudden fall of 
now coming on was the caule of my 
being benighted, and mifling my way 
i fell into the pit; but ah, Richard, it 
eems as if Beta had. appointed thee 

o preferve my life in this world, and 
my foul from deftruétion in. the next, 
®y pointing out to me the only path 
in which a penitent finner can tread 
vith fafety. It is not for mortal man, 
Richard, to_tell what agony of mind I 
ave endured this night: thy kindnefs 
and that of thy wife nearly overcame 














difcovery. of myfelf to thee, when [| 
found every action of thy daily life was 
governed by the principles of religion: 
Iknow Chriftianity alone can teach men 
heartily to forgive thein enemies. 

‘O Rocers! Rogers!. how bleft is 
thy condition .when- compared with 
mine: if thou art poor, thou art honeft; 
in addition toe a quiet confcience thou 
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“halt a healthfot and happy family finiliy 
around thee. I abound in wealth it is true 
but my health is"g6ne, I have loft my ref 


and I carry in my bofom the fha poadings 
a “vephinda {pirit Which I ani. thle ® SD bea, 

Mr. Rogers. finifhed his truly md 
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